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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, T E X A S - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -......

news release
REPRESENTATIVE KIKA DE LA GARZA ANNOUNCES REMOVAL BY
STATE DEPARTMENT OF U S CONSULATE IN MATAMOROS FROM CLOSURE LIST

For Immediate Release:

20 September 1995

WASHINGTON, DC- -Congressman Kika de la Garza received official word
last evening from the State Department of the temporary removal of
the U S Consulate in Matamoros from the Department's proposed
consulate closure list.
The decision follows weeks of speculation that the State
Department had backed down in their decision to close the
consulate.
However, the decision was not made official until
yesterday when Ambassador Richard M Moose, the State Department's
Strategic Management Initiative Coordinator,
transmitted to
Congress Secretary of State Warren Christopher's decision to hold
open a decision on the closure of the consulates at Matamoros,
Hermosillo, Florence, Curacao, Edinburgh and Apia.
Ambassadors Moose's letter to House and Senate Committees
indicates that the Department is holding the decision on the 6
posts, including Matamoros, in abeyance until the Department knows
the final outcome of the FY 1996 appropriations process.
Rep de la Garza said, "We are not out of the woods yet. There
is still the possibility that down the road there may be a need to
close other consular posts and at that time the State Department
may again look at the Matamoros Consulate.
However, I feel that
the willingness by the State Department to hold off closing the
closure is a good sign that they have begun to rethink the
strategic importance of maintaining a U S presence in Matamoros."
"The -visit I arranged for representatives of the Rio Grande
Valley Partnership to meet with Ambassador John Wolf earlier in the
month provided the State Department with a human face on the
situation.
Prior to hearing from Valley interests, there didn't
seem to be as clear an awareness that the U S Consulate in
Matamoros serves a diplomatic as well as a community-oriented
function.
I remain optimistic that working together, the U S
Consulate in Matamoros will be retained," Rep de la Garza
commented.
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